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all saints
Love God • Serve Others • Form Disciples

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Monday	 5:30 pm
Tuesday	 No Daily Mass
Wednesday	 8:30 am
Thursday	 8:30 am
Friday	 No Daily Mass

A Part of the Cedar Rapids area East
pastorate

July 25 & July 26, 2026;
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Image: young-catholics.com

Kingdom Treasure

We know

that all things

work for good for

those who love God,

who are called according

to his purpose.”

Romans
8:28
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Dick Whitmore, Dawn Bembenek & Scott Bembenek and his family.

To add a name call Dan Alpers, at 363-6130, ext. 100. Names will be listed for four weeks and 
may be renewed. >, Recently deceased will be listed for two weeks.

Do you really trust God? Do you really believe that God will provide his stewards with all that 
you need? Faith is a challenge for everyone at times. Putting our trust in God, in everything we 
do, in good times and in bad, means that God’s plan for our lives may be quite different than 
what we planned. When one door closes, another one opens. Trust in God, His plan is always 
better.

Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

Stewardship Corner

Pets Are Hungry Too
Phyllis volunteers in our food pantry every Tuesday morning, assembling and bagging groceries 
for the food boxes. Last week, she brought in a HUGE donation of dog food, treats and supplies, 
all bagged up and ready to distribute to families in need. Pet food is NOT covered by SNAP 
benefits, and we get several requests each week from our clients with pets to feed. These are 
items that we do not purchase for our pantry stock, but rely on donations to fill this need. 
Thanks to all our donors who think of our furry friends!

Current Urgent Needs ~ OUR SUPPLIES ARE VERY LOW ~
Pantry Needs: Snacks, Crackers, Soup, Canned Fruits, Pasta, Rice, Potatoes, Hamburger/Tuna Helper 
Meals, Cake Mix, Frosting
Personal Care (We are OUT of everything): Cleaning Supplies, Toilet Paper, Soap, Laundry Pods, 
Toothpaste, Shampoo

Service to Others
Metro Catholic Outreach

Vocation Bulletin Blurb

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field.” (Matthew 13:44)
Discernment is the process of discovering the treasure God has placed in your life, your unique 
calling and purpose. It requires prayer, reflection, and openness to God’s guidance, helping you 
recognize where He is leading you, whether to priesthood, consecrated life, or holy matrimony. 
Take time to seek His wisdom, trusting that the joy of finding His treasure is worth every effort. 
If you feel a stirring desire to follow God’s path, talk to your priest or reach out to the Vocation 
Office at dbqcvo@dbqarch.org.

mailto:dbqcvo%40dbqarch.org?subject=
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Everyday Metanoia

Welcome to the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The readings for today are about the value of 
keeping God’s commandments.

The responsorial psalm is the anchor for all the other readings this Sunday. “Lord, I love your 
commands.” As humans who have been created in the image of God, and also have been given 
the gift of free will, we rarely like to be told what to do. This assertion of the “self” starts in 
childhood and never ends. TV, movies, self-help books, podcasts and most especially social 

media; these all encourage us to worship ourselves and be masters of our own universe. As C.S. Lewis 
begins The Screwtape Letters, Uncle Screwtape starts the first letter to his nephew, Wormwood, noting 
that “the times” play a crucial role in the tactics they must use to steer their patients away from God. He 
notes that while argument used to be a good tactic, now “the weekly press and other such weapons have 
altered that…[Your man] doesn’t think of doctrines as primarily true or false, but as academic or practical, 
outworn or contemporary…Jargon, not argument is your best ally in keeping him from the Church. Don’t 
waste time making him think materialism is true. Make him think it is strong, or stark, or courageous – 
that is the philosophy of the future. That’s the sort of thing he cares about.” This is very evident in our 
world today. We have allowed the Screwtapes and the Wormwoods to disconnect our hearts and our minds 
through the clever and insidious fanning of our egos using the tactics of our cultural world. 

In our American culture, just the word, command, alone is enough to make one bristle and prepare our 
mental defenses. One of the challenges is that we have lost the true meaning of the Hebrew word, Mits’vah. 
From the Ancient Hebrew Research Center we learn that Mits’vah is “often translated as ‘commandment’. 
This word comes from the root T-Z-V. In ancient Hebrew thought, it is best understood as a ‘directive’ 
designed to point the way, similar to a shepherd directing their flock or a road sign providing guidance. It 
implies establishing a connection and a relationship.” “Lord, I love your commands” understood through 
this lens is totally different than God issuing edicts from on high. We have a loving relationship with our 
heavenly Father and in love he guides us towards paths that are good. Accepting and embracing this in 
our heart totally changes how we receive the stanzas of today’s Psalm. God is not a military commander 
demanding that we follow his rules; rather, he is our Shepherd, the one who always has our relationship 
with him at the forefront of all his guidance. When we follow the law of the Lord written in our hearts, the 
10 Commandments, we honor and glorify God. “Wonderful are your decrees; therefore, I observe them.
The revelation of your words sheds light, giving understanding to the simple.”

As Solomon prepares to succeed his father, King David, God makes him an incredible offer, “Ask anything 
of me and I will give it to you.” Wow – that’s winning the lottery times infinity! Solomon does not ask for 
worldly things, though. He understands that as king he is a helper to God, there to live and model faithful 
obedience to the commandments and to guide God’s people to do the same. And so Solomon asks for and 
receives an “understanding heart to judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong.” This is a point 
of weakness for many – we judge others harshly and are beyond lenient with ourselves. The Screwtapes 
and Wormwoods use this to their advantage. 

One of the essays in Bishop Robert Barron’s book Vibrant Paradoxes: The Both/And of Catholicism supports 
the argument that C. S. Lewis illustrates through the letters between Screwtape and Wormwood; that is, 
chaos and sin enter and grow when the cultural separation of heart and mind is present and encouraged. 
Solomon was well aware of this reality when he asked God that both heart and mind be closely united 
in himself. Barron writes in the article, ‘Does Religion Really Have a Smart People Problem?’: “Daniel 
Dennett, one of the ‘four horsemen’ of contemporary atheism, proposed in 2003 that those who espouse a 
naturalist, atheist worldview should call themselves ‘the brights,’ thereby distinguishing themselves rather 

cont. on next page
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clearly from the dim benighted masses who hold on to supernaturalist convictions.” He goes on to recite 
Dennett’s statistics and to shine a light on the political world of academia, most especially at Catholic 
institutions, that led to this self-entitled conclusion of ‘the brights.” Bishop Barron, through the use of 
discussion, an understanding of the connection needed between the heart and the mind, and a wise insight 
into the changing cultural world since the Industrial Revolution convincingly dims Dennett’s spotlight 
on “the brights” down to a weak, ineffective and sputtering flashlight. As Bishop Barron goes on to say 
in further essays, the world of the sciences and God do not stand in opposition to one another. They are 
complementary; they inform one another, and when in proper conversation or in good argument, each 
enriches the other.

With God, there is connection and interconnection between all. And it begins and ends with the Law of 
God, written first as the Torah on stone tablets and later reaffirmed as written and living in our hearts by 
Jesus Christ. Honoring and living with this as the center of our lives is the kingdom of heaven that Jesus 
portrays in the Gospel of Matthew today. Whether we liken it to a treasure buried in a field, fine pearls or an 
abundant collection of fish, when we find the kingdom of heaven through living God’s commands, we are 
filled with great joy. And how do we express that joy to God and with one another? We do so through the gift 
of language, whether it be written, spoken or silently lived. In the book Christ in the Psalms author Patrick 
Henry Reardon states, “Language is the gift of God. Its primary function…is the formation of thought in 
accord with reality…and the world’s deepest created reality…is the Torah, the eternal Law of God, on which 
the inner being of all created reality is based. [This] reflects the very being of God, and the final purpose of 
language is to lead man’s thoughts to the knowledge of God.”

Lord, I love your commands! Praying with you always!
Tracy

Everyday Metanoia (cont.)

Here it is! The news you’ve all been waiting for! Unfortunately, I cannot tell you where we 
placed in the race to 1st in receipt donations. I can, however, tell you that the 2025-2026 Cash 
For Kids initiative raised $2,741.81 for All Saints Elementary!

I’ve been asked several times if this project is happening again for the 2026-2027 school year. 
I do not have that answer at this time. I would encourage everyone to continue to have your 
Hy-Vee cashier print those receipts so that you can bring them to the Parish Office. That way if 

there is a contest this coming year, we’ll be ahead of the game. Many of you have already been doing that. 
The key to this project being as successful as possible is to make certain that the receipts you bring are 
dated April 1 or later. Receipts that are older than April 1 do NOT count toward the grand total. Out-of-date 
receipts are discarded and will not count toward the total. 

Our volunteer responsible for counting receipts this year was Lois Trcka. The next time you bump into her 
at the Hy-Vee, be sure to thank her for volunteering the hours that it takes to sort and count receipts and 
then provide the necessary paperwork to the Hy-Vee representatives.

Thank you all for contributing to the project and to Lois for making the magic happen!

Hy-Vee Receipt Update
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Family Fun at the Sweet Corn Festival!

OCIA is the process the Catholic Church uses to guide those seeking Baptism, Communion, 
Confirmation, or just more information about Catholicism. Like many before you, these 
sacraments are celebrated every year at the Easter Vigil.

If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, contact Bob at b.lillibridge@
dbqarch.org.

OCIA

mailto:b.lillibridge%40dbqarch.org?subject=
mailto:b.lillibridge%40dbqarch.org?subject=
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Mass Intentions

Mon.	 July 27	 All Saints
5:30 pm	 > Marlene Dostal

Tues.	 July 28	 St. Pius X
9:00 am	 For the People

Tues.	 July 28	 St. Ludmila
5:30 pm	 For the People

Wed.	 July 29	 All Saints
8:30 am	 For the People

Wed.	 July 29	 St. Pius X
8:30 am	 For the People

Thurs.	July 30	 All Saints
8:30 am	 For the People

Thurs.	July 30	 St. Pius X
5:30 pm	 > Joe Sherbon

Fri.	 July 31	 St. Ludmila
8:30 am	 For the People

Fri.	 July 31	 St. John’s
8:30 am	 For the People*

Sat.	 Aug. 1	 St. Ludmila
4:00 pm	 > Suzy Sebetka
	 > Jolene Snyder

Sat.	 Aug. 1	 St. Pius X
4:30 pm	 > Clarence J. Regan

Sun.	 Aug. 2	 St. John’s
8:30 am	 For the People

Sun.	 Aug. 2	 St. Pius X
9:00 am	 For the People

Sun.	 Aug. 2	 St. Ludmila
10:30 am	 For the People

Sun.	 Aug. 2	 St. Pius X
5:30 pm	 For the People

*Collective Mass

To request
Mass Intentions, 

contact Dan Alpers at
(319) 363-6130

or
d.alpers@dbqarch.org

Can you give a couple of hours once or twice per month 
to help those with food insecurity right here in our city?

Our volunteer shifts only last about two hours, morning 
or afternoon, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays. 

Our pantry volunteers organize incoming donations, 
check expiration dates, stock shelves, bag up snacks, toiletries, 
produce, and pack the food boxes.

Our distribution volunteers add the fresh items to the food boxes on 
the dock, greet our clients as they arrive to pick up their groceries, 
and help load the cars.

Our volunteers in the office answer the door and phones, schedule 
clients for their food pick-ups, assemble and distribute the homeless 
bags, organize clothing donations and other supplies.

We are in need of more volunteers, in the pantry, the distribution 
dock, and in the office. We promise you will never be bored!

Contact us if you would like a tour and maybe try out a shift to see if it 
is a cause you would enjoy. You won’t regret giving your time to help 
families in need! 319-739-5490.

Metro Catholic Outreach
Calling All Volunteers

All Saints helps serve dinner at Green Square Meals 
twice each month on the 2nd Tuesday and 3rd Monday. 
All volunteers in sixth grade and older are welcome. 
Use the sign-up link below or contact Bea Rethwisch  
(319-651-4831 or pbr8675@msn.com).

Sign up at: https://signup.com/go/vJYiFPm

 

 

All Saints Nights at Green Square Meals

Parish Office Hours

•	Monday - Thursday - 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
•	Friday - 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
•	Saturday & Sunday - closed

The parish staff knows that your time is valuable. Please 
call or email the staff member you wish to speak with to 
ensure that they are available.

mailto:d.alpers%40dbqarch.org?subject=
mailto:pbr8675%40msn.com?subject=
https://signup.com/go/vJYiFPm
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Scripture Readings

Week of July 26, 2026

Sunday:
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-
52 or 13:44-46 (109)

Monday: 
Jer 13:1-11/Mt 13:31-35 (401)

Tuesday: 
Jer 14:17-22/Mt 13:36-43 (402)

Wednesday: 
Jer 15:10, 16-21 (403)/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 
10:38-42 (607)

Thursday: 
Jer 18:1-6/Mt 13:47-53 (404)

Friday: 
Jer 26:1-9/Mt 13:54-58 (405)

Saturday: 
Jer 26:11-16, 24/Mt 14:1-12 (406)

Sunday: 
Is 55:1-3/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 
(112)

Daily Scripture
Reading Reference:

(Includes responsorial Psalms)

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bi-
ble-reading

July 26, 2026 • 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time • Matthew 13:44–52

Putting the Good in Baskets
Jesus talks about the value of the kingdom by comparing it to treasure 
buried in a field, or a pearl of great price. When someone finds 
something of such value, he or she is willing to sell all he or she has to 
possess it. The kingdom is also like a net thrown into the sea to collect 

fish of every kind.

Jesus’ parables are about claiming what is of value and discarding what is not. We 
spend a lifetime choosing what is important to us—not just the physical things 
we own, but also those personal characteristics we call values. The foundation for 
this choosing begins in the home in our earliest years.

Unless a family consistently articulates its values, its members will assume the 
values of the culture around them. This can be a pretty scary thought today when 
we consider how society’s values are portrayed on television, social media, and in 
movies. The truth is, if we want our children to grow up with Christian values, we 
need to name those values for them, talk about them, as well as live them. If we 
want our youngsters to identify themselves as Catholics (not just Christians), we 
have to articulate that, too.

We need to talk about what it means to be Catholic. For example, make the Sign 
of the Cross reminds your children that this is how Catholics often begin prayers. 
Celebrate your favorite saint’s day. Let youngsters know that saints are your 
heroes and heroines. They remind us of God’s holiness.

Let them know that Catholics, like most families, have their own set of dos 
and don’t s. For example, along with the Ten Commandments and Beatitudes, 
we go to Mass every Sunday. We receive the sacraments, and during Lent we 
fast and abstain from meat on Fridays. Our Catholic family rules and customs 
distinguish us from other families (TV families included), and give us a reason to 
act differently from more prevalent, but not-so-Christian values.

Make sure one of the don’t s firmly implanted in your family’s values is “people 
don’t have to be perfect.” We don’t want youngsters ever to think that mishaps 
or even big mistakes can separate them permanently from their family, and that 
includes their Catholic family.

Ask everyone to name his or her favorite saint. Search online for information 
about them including their feast days. Mark the days on the calendar, and let 
each person pick a favorite food or activity for each day.

Family Ministry

Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2025 
Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture 
passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and 
used by permission. All rights reserved.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Which Catholic value do you most appreciate? How can you help your 
children develop that value? What do you want to remember from last 
week? What are you looking forward to next week? What are your concerns?

PERSONAL RESPONSE

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
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Pastor’s Corner

Thank you for your prayers, patience and understanding, as we continue to move forward with 
the Cedar Rapids Area East Pastorate. During the first couple of weeks there have been several 
meetings with staff, permanent deacons, brother priests, bankers, parishioners and friends. 
Each one of them has been very instrumental in coming into a deeper understanding of what 
it means to be the Cedar Rapids Area East Pastorate. Many of you attended Masses in a new 
space, surrounded by fellow parishioners and individuals who are exploring their options of 
Mass times, locations and the spiritual experience. I have shared with some, this is what it 

means to be a “Roaming Catholic”.

Be assured, Fr. Le, Fr. Polycarp and I, along with the very important pastoral staff at all four of our local 
sites, are doing our best to communicate, discern what needs to be handled immediately, and what we can 
put on the back burner for a week or two. Our main focus right now is Mass schedules and hospital visits. In 
August we have three weddings and I am sure we will have a funeral or two. As our schedules and routines 
get settled in, we will take on more ministries and commitments. Know of our sincere prayers for you. 
Please continue to pray for us. Peace, Fr. Kenneth J. Glaser

Attention Women of Cedar Rapids Area East Pastorate: Please save the date for St. 
Ludmila’s annual Tea With Thee, which will be held on September 10th, 2026, in the Community 
Center. Our first Committee meeting will be Tuesday, July 21st at 6 pm at St. Ludmila. If you 
are interested in being on the committee, you are invited to join us! Please direct any questions 
to Andrea Brandon: 319-310-8796, or: andrea.l.brandon1836@gmail.com 

Our next kolach bake is Friday, August 14, with a drive-up the following morning, 
August 15, from 7:00 to 10:00 AM! We’re baking apple, apricot, cherry, poppy 
seed, prune and strawberry flavors. We have a very limited amount of rhubarb 
filling left, so we won’t be offering rhubarb kolaches to the public. Volunteers 
will be able to purchase them, however! We accept cash, check or credit card for 
payment. Help with the kolach bake by signing up using the QR code: 

	 •	Volunteers must be at least 14 years of age to work in the bakery or to package. 
	 •	Responsible youth younger than 14 can help move packaged kolaches to the upstairs to the drive-up  
		  staging area. 
	 •	Hairnets, cold bottled water, and light snacks will be provided.
	 •	Each shift will last about 3 hours. Please help to clean up your area at the end of your shift.
	 •	If kolaches are cooled and ready for packaging when your shift ends, you get first dibs - no limit! 

Volunteers should package their own kolaches, unless instructed otherwise by the leads.

Save the Date!

Kolach Bake News!

10
SEPTEMBER

mailto:andrea.l.brandon1836%40gmail.com?subject=
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St. Ludmila Youth Group Summer Event
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St. Ludmila VBS
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All Saints Child Care Openings

mailto:jenna.ackman%40crxcs.org?subject=
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Welcome!
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Business Manager	 Tracy A. Huk	 t.huk@dbqarch.org	 Ext. 111
Pastor	 Fr. Ken Glaser	 k.glaser@dbqarch.org	
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Hung Le	 h.le@dbqarch.org
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Polycarp Hagan	 p.hagan@dbqarch.org
Deacon 	 Mike Klappholz	 m.klappholz@dbqarch.org	 Ext. 107
Deacon	 Ed Martin	 e.martin@dbqarch.org	 Ext. 105
Deacon	 Scott Zogg	 s.zogg@dbqarch.org	
Deacon	 Josh Sundstrom	 j.sundstrom@dbqarch.org
Deacon	 Tim Neal	 t.neal@dbqarch.org
Deacon	 Mark Sandersfeld	 m.sandersfeld@dbqarch.org
Bookkeeper 	 Jeremy Lutz	 j.lutz@dbqarch.org	 Ext. 108
Dir. of Adult Formation	 Bob Lillibridge	 b.lillibridge@dbqarch.org	 Ext. 109
Office Mgr./Mass Intention Coordinator	 Dan Alpers	 d.alpers@dbqarch.org	 Ext. 100 
IT Director	 Ethan Weiland	 e.weiland@dbqarch.org	 Ext. 104
Scrip Coordinator	 Lori Jiacinto	 scrip@allsaintscr.com	 (319) 535-3570

School Principal 	 Jazz Parlet	 jazz.parlet@crxcs.org	 Ext. 234
School Office Manager 	 Elaine Collins 	 elaine.collins@crxcs.org	 Ext. 233
Early Childhood Director 	 Jenna Ackman	 jenna.ackman@crxcs.org	 Ext. 275

For a complete listing of Xavier Catholic Schools, go to https://crxcs.org

Parish Office (319) 363-6130
Monday-Thursday, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Friday, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

XCS: All Saints School (319) 363-4110
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Sacrament of Baptism: Baptism preparation class is required for parents. Contact Deacon Ed Martin 
(e.martin@dbqarch.org or 319-364-7524) to schedule a class and date for the baptism (some date 
restrictions may apply).
Sacrament of Matrimony: Couples are to make arrangements at least six months before the intended 
date of the wedding in order to fulfill the necessary requirements. Please contact Deacon Mike Klappholz 
(m.klappholz@dbqarch.org) to begin the process.
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA): To schedule classes, contact Bob Lillibridge, Director 
of Formation, for more information (b.lillibridge@dbqarch.org).
Anointing of the Sick: Please contact the office at 319-363-6130, ext. 100 to schedule anointings.

Newcomer Registration: Call the Parish Office at 363-6130, ext. 100, or register online at  
http://www.allsaintscr.com.
Bulletin Deadline: Items must be submitted electronically to the parish office by Noon on the preceding 
Monday to: bulletin@allsaintscr.com.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Tuesdays, 8:30 AM to 9:30 AM in the Chapel. 
All Saints Prayer Group: Tuesdays at 3:00 PM in the church library.
Prayer Tree: Available to anyone who would like us to pray for their intentions. Please call Darlene 
Fandel at 319-560-4844.
M.O.M.S Rosary: 7:30 PM 1st Monday of the month, Queen of All Saints Chapel.
Parish Website: You may submit prayer intentions any time at: allsaintscr.com/prayer.

Sacrament Information

Miscellaneous Information

Opportunities for Prayer

mailto:e.martin%40dbqarch.org?subject=
mailto:b.lillibridge%40dbqarch.org?subject=
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