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4th Sunday of Easter
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WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Tuesday 8:00 am
Wednesday @%No Daily Mass
Thursday 8:30 am
Friday 8:00 am
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Please Pray for the Following People

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

Calla Blake, # Ramona Welsh, Dawn Bembenek, and Scott Bembenek.

To add a name call Dan Alpers, at 363-6130, ext. 100. Names will be listed for four weeks
and may be renewed. ¥, Recently deceased will be listed for two weeks.

Stewardship Corner

The word “repent” means to turn from sin - to change our thoughts, words and actions. Change
that is permanent comes from within — a transformation or conversion of heart. This requires
stewardship, prayer, discipline and perseverance. Change is hard. The first step is recognizing
that we are broken and that we need God’s help. The good news - we are not alone in our
journey. Ask Jesus daily for guidance and patiently listen for his response.

Vocation Bulletin Blurb

“Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him.” (Luke 24:31)

Just as the disciples recognized Jesus in their midst, couples are called to see Christ present
in their marriage. In moments of shared love, sacrifice, and daily life together, Christ reveals
Himself and strengthens their bond. Pray that more couples will open their hearts to His
presence and live out their vocation with faith and joy.

Prayer, Questions, and Answers

Mark your calendar and plan to attend an evening of
prayer, questions and answers hosted by Fr. Ken Glaser,
incoming Pastor of the Cedar Rapids East Pastorate and
Tracy Huk, current Parish Life Coordinator. We will gather
on Wednesday, May 6 from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the All
Saints Social Hall.

All Saints Catholic Church ¥ 720 29th Street SE ¢ Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403 ¥ (319) 363-6130




Everyday Metanoia

Welcome to the 4th Sunday of the Easter Season. Our second reading from 1 Peter found a home in my
heart the moment I read it. “Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a
grace before God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example that you should follow in his footsteps.” Ever since the announcement was made and we learned
that we will not be having weekend Masses, many of us have been suffering. Some in private; others very
publicly. Some with tears; others with anger. Some feeling utter despair; others tinged with hope. All of
us wondering what is next and how all of this is going to work. This suffering is hard and very painful. As
human beings we often feel like we are the only one experiencing these emotions or the depth of these emotions and
that no one can understand what we are going through. And yet, while he is still holding us very close, God reminds
us in 1st Peter, that this is one of the many reasons that he became Man here on Earth. Our God is not unaware; nor
uncaring. Jesus knew all human emotions as the Son of Man. That is why God can call us to bear hard things with
prayer and grace.

I “scrolled” past something on Facebook this morning, but my eye caught just enough, that it piqued my curiosity and
I went back. I felt like God was speaking to all of us in this post: “No matter where we stand this morning...whether
we’re up, down, or just trying to get through it...We don’t need a new life today...we need a new lens. The same things
we are stressing, angry or sad about are the same things that someone else prayer for. So instead of asking ‘Why do I/
we have to deal with this?’, ask instead, “‘Who am I becoming through this?’ Because this suffering isn’t here to break
you/us...it’s here to reveal you/us.”

There are several places in the Gospel accounts when Jesus tells the apostles and the disciples that they will be tested;
thus revealing and molding those characteristics that God uses to illustrate what it means to be a disciple. Jesus never
promised us a rose garden with straight paths. He became man in order to feel all that we feel and to go through our
same trials. “Christ suffered for us, leaving an example that we should follow in his footsteps.” And this is the example
he held out his hand in invitation and asked us to follow him, “When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he
suffered, he did not threaten; instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in
his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.”

Daniel Keating in his commentary on 1st Peter shares these insights, “Peter’s magnificent account of Christ in these
verses is really a commentary on Christ’s own words, ‘For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and
give his life as a ransom for many.” Some scholars have called this Peter’s ‘Servant Christology.” By this they mean that
Peter sees Jesus primarily through the lens of his voluntary suffering that brought about our salvation...This is true but
does not go far enough. Peter does not stop with painting a portrait of Christ that we can peer at from a safe distance.
He also calls us to follow Christ’s example and walk in his steps, thus laying the foundation for the imitation of Christ
as an essential element in Christian spirituality...The message for us is this: if we are to walk in Christ’s steps, we have
to persevere through trials and insults - a single grand effort is not enough.”

That is a difficult message for those who feel like the ‘fixer’ in the lives of loved ones and friends. As a fixer, it is usually
not through perseverance and trial that we hope to prevail over a situation, but rather, like one riding in on a great
white horse, sword lifted up and grand, fixing words or deeds at the ready. God invites us to look at life, not through the
lens of a fixer, but through the lens and actions of a healer. This requires us to become a part of the messy, everyday
lives of those near and far; those we know well and those we have never known. For when we do -
this, we, like Jesus, pick up the cross; not the sword. We learn to slowly wade through the ups Peace

and downs rather than thrusting a quick and decisive blow with the sword. God wants us to be at doesn’t come from
and know peace. Peace does not come about through our own efforts, but rather through active = fixing Syt ything.
discipleship; trusting and walking with God. The decisions made for weekend Mass locations isn’t 5 45
something we are called to fix. What we are called to is this: Through active prayer and walking j;’:‘z‘;;“;so‘ff‘:':e;:;':f
with our brothers and sisters in Christ, we are called to be servants to one another - revealing a | andlet Jesus hold the pieces
peace that is only known through trusting and walking with our Lord and Savior. e e back gl

He sees what's broken.
He mends what we can't.

Praying with you always, e
Tracy ' 2
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Service to Others

Metro Catholic Outreach

What’s In Our Food Boxes?

As you can see by the numbers at the top of each of our weekly newsletters, MCO provides
groceries for about 150 families each week, over 500 individuals, not to mention the school
bags and homeless provisions we distribute. The vast majority of our clients pick up a few
times per year. Only about 20% pick up every week,

Our food boxes, currently valued at over $130.00, are packed weekly by our faithful volunteers, and are
filled with non-perishable staples and many fresh items. A typical food box from MCO consists of peanut
butter, canned tuna or chicken, pasta sauce, soup, canned fruit and vegetables, beans, juice, Hamburger
or Tuna Helper, boxed or fresh potatoes, rice, pasta, crackers or muffin mix, macaroni and cheese, cake
mix, cereal, snack bag, and personal care items. We often include jelly, condiments, spices, beverages, cake
frosting, pancake mix, and syrup. Fresh items added on the dock at distribution are typically fruit, milk,
frozen meat, fresh vegetables, potatoes, breads, and often cakes, cookies or other bakery items. Through
the summer and fall we have an abundance of garden produce also.

Who is eligible to pick up all these nutritious groceries? Anyone who contacts us needing food! We do not
require IDs or any income information. If someone calls us needing food, we provide food. Our clients
do need to call us early in the week to schedule for Tuesday evening, Wednesday afternoon, or Thursday
morning distribution times. Most weeks we fill up about 150 spots quickly.

Are you interested in helping get food to our neighbors in need? We always need volunteers to answer
the phones scheduling families for their pick-up times, help sort donations and pack food, and help on
the dock greeting clients and loading groceries. Contact us if you're interested in donating food, funds, or
volunteering!

Czech Heritage Foundation Royal Court — Apply Now

The Czech Heritage Foundation is now accepting applications for the 2026 CHF Royal Court
through May 1, 2026. Youth and young adults ages 6—20 are invited to participate. Serving on
the Royal Court offers a meaningful way to earn volunteer hours, build leadership skills, and
connect with the Czech community.

Applicants must reside in Iowa and be able to attend events in Cedar Rapids and surrounding
areas. Apply online at www.CzechHeritageFoundation.com/RoyalCourt or email Holly Robe
at hrobe@amfam.com for details.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Georgia Peach/Pecan Lover Sale Kick-Off: The annual Catholic Daughter Peach and
Pecan fundraiser will kick-off in May,with a planned delivery of early July. More information
will be available in May, but for now please Pray for NO Frost in Georgia!
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Congratulations, First Communicants!

Hy-Vee Receipt Update

Thanks to our volunteer, Lois Trcka, we now have an idea of approximately how much money
YOUR Hy-Vee receipts have raised in the Cash 4 Students program at Hy-Vee. All of the
receipts taken in at the school and here at the church totaled $548,632.47! The anticipated
amount earned for the school by those receipts is $2741.81. Although a formal announcement
has not yet been made about a 2026-2027 fundraiser, let’s assume that one will happen. Please
continue to bring those receipts in and leave them in the receptacle by the office door. When
a more formal announcement has been made about next year’s fundraiser, we’ll be sure to
publish that information in the weekly bulletin. Thank you for your dedication to the 2025-2026 program!
And thank you, Lois for working your magic to make this happen for our school kids.
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Mass Intentions

Tues. April 28 8:00 am
T Judy Francis
Thurs. April 30 8:30 am
T John Thraen
Frii May1 8:00 am
T Joanne Trcka
Sat. May 2 4:00 pm
T Gail & Eileen Whitmore
Sun. May 3 9:00 am

For the People

Scripture Readings
Week of April 26, 2026

Sunday:
Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-
10 (49)

Monday:

Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-18

Tuesday:

Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30 (280)
Wednesday:

Acts 12:24—13:5a/Jn 12:44-50 (281)
Thursday:

Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20 (282)

Friday:

Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6 (283)
Saturday:

Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14 (284)

Sunday:
Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 (52)

Metro Catholic Outreach

Calling All Volunteers

Can you give a couple of hours once or twice per month
to help those with food insecurity right here in our city?

Our volunteer shifts only last about two hours, morning
or afternoon, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays.

Our pantry volunteers organize incoming donations,
check expiration dates, stock shelves, bag up snacks, toiletries,
produce, and pack the food boxes.

Our distribution volunteers add the fresh items to the food boxes on
the dock, greet our clients as they arrive to pick up their groceries,
and help load the cars.

Our volunteers in the office answer the door and phones, schedule
clients for their food pick-ups, assemble and distribute the homeless
bags, organize clothing donations and other supplies.

We are in need of more volunteers, in the pantry, the distribution
dock, and in the office. We promise you will never be bored!

Contact us if you would like a tour and maybe try out a shift to see if it
is a cause you would enjoy. You won’t regret giving your time to help
families in need! 319-739-5490.

All Saints Nights at Green Square Meals

All Saints helps serve dinner at Green Square Meals
twice each month on the 2nd Tuesday and 3rd Monday.
All volunteers in sixth grade and older are welcome.
Use the sign-up link below or contact Bea Rethwisch
(319-651-4831 or pbr8675@msn.com).

Sign up at: https://signup.com/go/vJYiFPm

Parish Office Hours

» Monday - Friday - 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
« Saturday & Sunday - closed

The parish staff knows that your time is valuable. Please
call or email the staff member you wish to speak with to
ensure that they are available.
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Bruins Beat

What’s Happening at All Saints Elementary

May 1 - Carnival for preschool and school age from 6:00-8:00
May 1 - Transportation Reimbursement forms are due by 8:00 am
May § - Spring Concert for K-5. 6:30 p.m.

May g-No school or preschool

May 22-Last day of school and prayer service-early dismissal

Thank you for your understanding and donations of water bottles, as we
dealt with the water line break on Mt. Vernon Road.

Last week, our 3rd-Sth graders completed their ISASP testing. While we
know this is only one snapshot in time, we are excited to see the growth
our students have made throughout the year. Additionally, all students will
complete their FAST assessments at the end of April. In collaboration, we ask
for you to continue reading and working on math facts with your children for
a few short minutes in the evening. Our partnership in their learning makes
all the difference!

Lastly, as | looked out of my home office window this morning to a breathtaking
sunrise, | was reminded of the simple beauty around us each and every day.
With our busy lives, | encourage everyone to take a moment to thank God and
appreciate all the little things blessing our lives each day. Sometimes these
small reminders can help get us through the most challenging days.

Our first seeds were planted in computer science today for the school
garden. Did you know planting seeds is an algorithm? Ask your first grader
all about it!

AlLL SAINTS =
VLEMENTARY SCHOOL \

www.allsaints-crschool.org

From Principal Starr

From First Grade

Ministry Schedule

April 25, 4:00 PM Saturday

Sacristan
Mary Pat Wilkinson
Extraordinary Ministers
Jean Bell
John Myers
Daniel Prentice
Alison Prentice
Stephen Schmitz
Marvin Stallman
Tracy Huk
Altar Servers
Ainsley Bosch
Stella Lippe
Zachary Prentice
Lectors
Theresa Harker
Kathy Ulrich
Hospitality Ministers
Ryan Donnelly
Daniel Greene
Marcia Myers
Peg Schmitz
Mike Votroubek
Theresa Werner

April 26, 9:00 AM Sunday

Sacristan
Chris Conway
Extraordinary Ministers
Stephanie Guzman
Bob Helgens
Mary Beth Helgens
Bill Knapp
Dianne Knapp
Dennis Mullarkey
Tracy Huk
Altar Servers
Everly Felland
Madison McCarville
Charles Schmitt
Lectors
Brian Conway
Chase Philpott
Hospitality Ministers
Sue Bright
Jen Colby
Chris Colby
Nicole Johnson
Tony Satariano
Diane Weimer
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Ministry Schedule

May 2, 4:00 PM Saturday

Sacristan
Mary Pat Wilkinson
Extraordinary Ministers
Terry Goerdt
Mary Jo Goerdt
Andrew Lang
John Myers
Kourtne Powell
Mike Powell
Marvin Stallman
Altar Servers
Veronica Cruse
Bo Dittmar
Tucker McGee
Lectors
Joseph Cataldo
Becky Weininger
Hospitality Ministers
Jen Colby
Chris Colby
Dick Kettelkamp
Barb Lindstrom
Tom Takes
Mike Votroubek

May 3, 9:00 AM Sunday

Sacristan
John Michael
Extraordinary Ministers
Chris Conway
Maureen Dale Ernst
John Ernst
Mary Beth Helgens
Bob Helgens
Wade Johnson
David Shema
Altar Servers
Roman Kilburg
Mason Osen
Katherine Osen
Lectors
Lynn Holverson
Kathy Ulrich
Hospitality Ministers
Mike Klappholz
Stephanie Klappholz
Tyler Martin
Beth Martin
Tony Satariano
Diane Weimer

Family Ministry

April 26, 2026 + 4th Sunday of Easter ¢ John 10:1-10

Calling His Sheep by Name

Jesus talks about how the shepherd recognizes his sheep by name.

He is the gatekeeper for his sheep. He is the one who leads them out

and brings them back in safely. Jesus tells us he is our shepherd, the
gatekeeper.

We know that Jesus came to save us. In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that we find
our salvation in him. He is the gatekeeper. He is the way. He is the new life offered
to us. Sometimes we minimize what being saved means. We rejoice in being
freed from sin without recognizing what that means or where that forgiveness
must lead. Receiving Christ’s forgiveness is just the start; salvation is a lifelong,
threefold process.

First, being freed from sin means accepting God’s forgiveness and love. With
that love we can begin to heal from a lifetime of hurts and injustices. We can let
go of our fear, our anger, our feeling of “being less than,” the anguish of feeling
alone, or the need to fill our emptiness with things or people. We can accept our
limitations and still see our own goodness and gifts.

Second, through this forgiveness and healing we can begin to accept and truly
love ourselves and God who is in us. This is what leads us to fullness of life. We
do not let others’ ideas of who we are limit us. We can become all we were created
to be.

Finally, as we live out our goodness and share our gifts, we become more open to
the world around us. We begin to see God everywhere (even in the old grumps at
work and the panhandlers on the street). We begin to grow in communion with
our Creator, with all people, and all creation. Life can’t be bigger than that!

This is the abundant life Jesus talked about. Share with your family this paradox:

Christ’s salvation is the gift of his love, a gift that is received even more abundantly
when it is given away.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Here’s another chance to affirm each other—ask family members to decide
on an occupation they think other family members might be good at. Make
sure they give their reasons.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

Is there someone you have difficulty forgiving? Where are you in the
threefold process of forgiveness? What do you want to remember from
last week? What are you looking forward to next week? What are your
concerns?

Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels « Copyright © 2025
Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture
passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and
used by permission. All rights reserved.

All Saints Catholic Church % 720 29th Street SE ¢ Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403  (319) 363-6130




GospelWeeklies

Pflaum YYYY " FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM

April 26, 2026
4t Sunday of Easter

Family

Guide

The Gospel at Home

This Week’s Gospel: John 10:1-10

Sunday’s Gospel describes Jesus as a Good
Shepherd, who has come so that his followers
might have life to the fullest. Shepherds lead,
protect, and provide for their sheep. Shepherds
know their sheep and the sheep know the
shepherd’s voice. In Jesus’ time, shepherds
slept at the entrance to the sheepfold like a gate
that keeps the sheep in. Jesus is the gateway to
the Christian community. Baptism makes us
members of that community.

Exploring the Gospel Message

XY (Preschool): Children love the image of
the Good Shepherd and his care for the animals.
The image can help your child notice God’s

care in the family that surrounds them with

love and provides food, shelter, and a safe and
happy place to be. Discuss some things that you
all care for as a family. Considering displaying
the cutout activity of the shepherd and his sheep
that your child made during the week’s lesson.

LI (Grades K-1): Your child played

a game to discover how to care for others and
who cares for him or her. Ask your child to tell
the family why Jesus called himself the Good
Shepherd. Make a list of ways your family can
show love and care for others. Play a round of
The Caring Game and ask your son or daughter
to show the family the picture he or she created

of the Good Shepherd.
(Grades 2-3): Your child learned

the difference between “no” Jesus and “know”
Jesus. They helped solve problems that led to
ways Jesus would have taught. Talk about how
you settle problems as a family. Ask your child
to tell the story of “The Lost Hamster,” from
this week’s lesson. Talk, too, about Jesus as the
Good Shepherd and decide on ways your family
can share the Good News with others.

Copyright © Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc.

(Grades 4-6): Jesus called himself
the Good Shepherd. Talk together about the
lessons of the Good Shepherd Gospel, and how
Jesus calls us each by name. Discuss what the
23rd Psalm means to you and your family. Have
your child tell the family about “The Butterfly

Lady.” Talk about how Jesus is the gateway to
the Church.

(Grades 7-9): In class, your
youngster explored the metaphor of Jesus as the
sheep gate for entry into God’s family. The class
read about Father Stanley Rother, a missionary
and martyr, who gave his life for the people
he loved. The young people also discussed the
popularity of Psalm 23, in which David sees
the Lord as his shepherd. Does your family
experience God as your loving shepherd and
do you see Jesus as your Good Shepherd? Talk
about ways your family can bring the message
of the Good Shepherd to others. Plan a summer
project that provides help to those in need.

EXTEIT (Teens/Adults): Discover a new

migm level of spiritual growth for parents

; ¥ with Awaken, the new adult level of
B the Plaum Gospel Weeklies, developed
to deepen your faith journey alongside your
children. Scan the QR code to learn more.

Pray Together

Pray together Psalm 23, the Good Shepherd
Psalm. Ask God to care for your family and
keep you safe. Promise one another that you
will always try to “dwell in the house of the

Lord” all your days.

Scan here for \mp _
parent resources [
or visit gospelweeklies.com/family  [®]
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Parish Office (319) 363-6130

Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Parish Life Coordinator Tracy A. Huk plc@allsaintscr.com Ext. 111
Sacramental Priest Rev. Eric Saah e.saah@dbqarch.org Ext. 116
Deacon Mike Klappholz deaconmike@allsaintscr.com Ext. 107
Deacon Ed Martin deaconed @allsaintscr.com Ext. 105
Bookkeeper Jeremy Lutz bookkeeper@allsaintscr.com Ext. 108
Medical Emergencies & Funerals Tracy A. Huk plc@allsaintscr.com Ext. 111
Dir. of Music Ministries Matthew Burrier music@allsaintscr.com Ext. 106
Dir. of Adult Formation Bob Lillibridge adultformation@allsaintscr.com Ext. 109
Dir. of Children’s Formation Stacy Cataldo catechesis@allsaintscr.com Ext. 114
Office Manager Dan Alpers officemgr@allsaintscr.com Ext. 100
IT Director Ethan Weiland it@allsaintscr.com Ext. 104
Scrip Coordinator Lori Jiacinto scrip@allsaintscr.com  (319) 535-3570

XCS: All Saints School (319) 363-4110

School Principal Kelly Starr kelly.starr@crxcs.org Ext. 234
School Office Manager Elaine Collins elaine.collins@crxcs.org Ext. 233
Early Childhood Director Jenna Ackman jenna.ackman@ecrxcs.org Ext. 275

For a complete listing of Xavier Catholic Schools, go to https://crxcs.org
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Sacrament Information

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:15 p.m.

Sacrament of Baptism: Baptism preparation class is required for parents. Contact Deacon Ed Martin
(DeaconEd@allsaintscr.com or 319-364-7524) to schedule a class and date for the baptism (some date
restrictions may apply).

Sacrament of Matrimony: Couples are to make arrangements at least six months before the intended
date of the wedding in order to fulfill the necessary requirements. Please contact Deacon Mike Klappholz
(DeaconMike@allsaintscr.com) to begin the process.

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA): To schedule classes, contact Bob Lillibridge, Director
of Formation, for more information (adultformation@allsaintscr.com).

Confirmation: Classes have begun. For more information, contact Alisa Pfab (alisapfab@hotmail.com).
First Reconciliation & Eucharist: Second graders combine home study and retreats to
prepare for these sacraments. Contact Stacy Cataldo, Director of Catechesis, for more information
(catechesis@allsaintscr.com).

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact the office at 319-363-6130, ext. 100 to schedule anointings.

Miscellaneous Information

Newcomer Registration: Call the Parish Office at 363-6130, ext. 100, or register on line at
http://www.allsaintscr.com.

Bulletin Deadline: Items must be submitted electronically to the parish office by Noon on the preceding
Monday to: bulletin@allsaintscr.com.

Opportunities for Prayer

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Wednesdays, 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM in the Chapel.

All Saints Prayer Group: Tuesdays at 3:00 PM in the church lower level.

Prayer Tree: Available to anyone who would like us to pray for their intentions. Please call Darlene
Fandel at 319-560-4844.

Women’s Prayer Group: Tuesday mornings after 8:00 AM Mass.

M.O.M.S Rosary: 7:30 PM 1st Monday of the month, Queen of All Saints Chapel.

Prolife Rosary: Fridays after 8:00 AM Mass.

Parish Website: You may submit prayer intentions any time at: allsaintscr.com/prayer.
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