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Please Pray for the Following People

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

¥ Phyllis Pate & Pat Maas.

To add a name call Dan Alpers, at 363-6130, ext. 100. Names will be listed for four weeks
and may be renewed. ¥, Recently deceased will be listed for two weeks.

The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and opening their treasure chests for
Him is an image that we should all try to follow each day. In gratitude for all that we have been
given, we are called in Stewardship to generously share all our gifts, not just the ones we pick
and choose. God wants us to be generous with everything, but especially that one thing that
means the most to you.

Stewardship Corner

to benefit Seminarians and Religious from parishes in the Cedar Rapids

Deanery (no matter where they are studying) and the Seminarians that

will be assisting at our parishes the next five months. Funds raised will also
benefit the Archdiocese of Dubuque Seminarian Education Fund.

Save the Date! Saturday, January 31, 2026, 5:00 - 8:00 PM;
St. Wenceslaus Glovik Center
Catholic Daughters Court #1768 is sponsoring a Soup Supper Fundraiser

Would you like to donate food or volunteer for this event to help make it a success for our young people? Use
the QR Code to sign up with Sign Up Genius, sign up in the gathering space St. Wenceslaus or Immaculate
Conception, OR contact us. Pat Semelroth (319) 721-9730; se_ me@live.com OR Roberta Peters
(319) 431-2222; chrisnbertgq@gmail.com

The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

m Address change notification
The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas have moved their offices from the former Sacred Heart

Convent on the Mount Mercy University campus effective on December 22, 2025. Their new
location is on the main level of 1540 Midland Ct. NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402. You may contact
them at 319.364.5196 or by the individual employee’s email address.
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Celebrating Bea Rethwisch:

2025 Catherine McAuley Service Award Recipient

Mercy Medical Center in Cedar Rapids recently announced the 2025

recipient of its Catherine McAuley Service Award, the highest honor

the hospital bestows each year. This award recognizes individuals &

whose lives reflect the compassion, hospitality, and deep commitment |

to service embodied by Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters £

of Mercy. Bea Rethwisch, a devoted All Saints parishioner is a long- fhaes
time Hospitality Minister and currently serves as a member of the Faith Formatlon thurgy and SOCIal
Justice Committees. Bea was selected from among 70 nominations and honored at Mercy Hospital on
Thursday, December 18th, 2025. Bea’s recognition shines a light not only on her personal dedication but
also on the vibrant spirit of service that animates many in our parish community. Bea was recognized
especially for her long standing commitment to Green Square Meals providing hot, nutritious meals to
those most in need. As a member of the board of directors, Bea helps guide the mission and operations of
the organization. But her service doesn’t stop at the boardroom - she is also a faithful kitchen volunteer,
regularly preparing and serving meals with a spirit of warmth and welcome. Her presence in the kitchen is
marked by the same qualities that Catherine McAuley championed: dignity, compassion, and hospitality.
Whether she is greeting guests or ensuring that every person receives a meal served with kindness, Bea
seeks to serve Christ in those who are vulnerable or overlooked. Congratulations, Bea!

Save the Date - Beauty in Christ

Start the New Year off right! Join All Saints to virtually attend
the 2026 Archdiocesan Women’s Conference, Beauty in Christ:
Grace for the Journey on Saturday, January 31, 2026, 9:00 AM
to 1:30 PM at the All Saints Social Hall. Inspirational speaker
and singer/songwriter Kitty Cleveland and Kelsey Kaiser,
authentically joyful wife and mother from Bellevue, IA will help
us begin the new year by sharing their stories of how the Lord has filled
them with “Grace for the Journey”! Their witness will captivate our hearts and lead to conversation, praise,
and thanksgiving. Check out the website for more information about the speakers, invite your sisters and
friends, and be ready to receive His grace! For more information about the speakers go to: https://www.
archwomensconference.org/. We will have breakfast, lunch, prizes and great conversation!

4  Archdiocese of Dubuque Women’s Conference

Registration Link: https://allsaintscr.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3317296

Everyday Metanoia

Welcome to the Epiphany of the Lord. As we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, I pondered all the feelings
that must have been present as the three magi traveled to meet the Christ child. I am sure that fear and
doubt were experienced many times on the journey. And yet, they persisted. For many, 2025 has been a very
difficult year. I came across this Facebook post that talks about the same fear and doubt we experience, just
like the magi. The author of the post goes under the name - Faith Shine. I hope and pray that this reflection
finds a home in our hearts and grows each day to replace fear with hope and trust.

Everyday Metanoia continues on the next page.
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Everyday Metanoia (cont.)

“I come to You honestly, not pretending I'm stronger than I am. Fear has been loud in my mind, creeping
into my thoughts when I'm tired, when the future feels uncertain, when answers don’t come as quickly as I
want them to. I've tried to manage it, to reason with it, to ignore it - but it keeps returning. So today, I bring
it to You instead of carrying it alone.

God, replace my fear with faith - not a shallow faith that disappears when things get hard, but a steady faith

that anchors me when life feels unstable. Faith that reminds me You are in control even when I am not. Faith

that trusts Your timing even when waiting stretches me. Faith that believes You are working even when I
can’t see any evidence yet.

Fear tells me everything depends on me - my choices, my planning, my ability to predict what’s coming. It tells me if I
let my guard down, everything will fall apart. But faith reminds me that You have already gone before me. That You see
tomorrow clearly while I only see today. That nothing catches You off guard, even when it catches me by surprise.

God, replace my doubt with trust. Doubt has made me question myself, my worth, and sometimes even Your intentions. It
whispers that I'm behind, that I've missed my moment, that things won’t change. It makes me replay past disappointments
and wonder if hoping again is risky. Please quiet those voices with truth.

Replace my doubt with trust that is built on who You are, not on perfect circumstances. Trust that doesn’t require all the
answers before moving forward. Trust that allows me to rest instead of constantly striving. Trust that believes You are
good, even when life doesn’t feel good.

God, help me trust You with what I can’t control. The outcomes I keep overthinking. The situations I keep revisiting. The
people I can’t change. The healing that feels slow. I've been carrying too much in my hands when it belongs in Yours. Teach
me how to release without fear.

Replace my fear of the unknown with faith in Your presence. I don’t need to know every step if I know You are walking with
me. I don’t need guarantees if I trust Your character. Help me stop imagining worst-case scenarios and start believing in
Your faithfulness.

God, replace my doubt when prayers feel unanswered. When silence feels confusing. When waiting feels discouraging.
Help me remember that silence is not absence and delay is not denial. Strengthen my trust that You are working behind
the scenes in ways I cannot see yet.

Replace my fear of failure with faith in growth. Teach me that mistakes do not disqualify me and setbacks do not define
me. You use imperfect people and unfinished stories. Help me trust that even detours can lead me closer to where I'm
meant to be.

God, replace my doubt about myself with trust in how You see me. I've been too hard on myself, too critical, too quick
to assume I'm not enough. Remind me that You created me with intention. That my value is not measured by progress,
productivity, or approval. Let me trust Your work in me.

When fear tries to return - and I know it will - help me choose faith again. When doubt whispers, help me answer it with
truth. Teach me that faith is not the absence of fear, but the decision to trust You despite it.

I don’t ask for fear to disappear forever. I ask for faith to be stronger. I don’t ask for doubt to never visit. I ask for
trust to remain when it does. God, replace my fear with faith and my doubt with trust - daily, gently, patiently.
I place my heart in Your hands, believing that the more I lean on You, the less power fear will have over me.

I trust You. I choose faith. And I surrender what I've been holding onto for too long.”

As we pack the Christmas decorations away, considering leaving the Magi out where you can see them as a reminder to
choose trust and faith over fear and doubt.

Come Holy Spirit!
Praying with you always, Tracy Huk, Parish Life Coordinator
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Very often in life, we just want to be happy, feel at peace,
and have everything go our way. Sean McVeigh thought he
finally found that peaceful life when he found God. Then...
God flipped everything upside down through a series of
challenges and life adversities. Sean did not understand and
was wondering why. Looking back, Sean was shocked as he
realized God had guided him to exactly where He wanted
him. Sure, there are still challenges, but now he is a different
person with a different mindset.

Where: St. Jude Catholic Church

50 Edgewood Rd NW, Cedar Rapids, IA
When: Tuesday, January 13, 2026

Time: 6:00-7:30 pm

A potato bar supper will be provided
following the event. Childcare

is not available. Please scan
QR code for live stream.

CRCEO.ORG

Catholic Evangelization Outreach
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Mass Intentions

Tues. Jan. 6 8:00 am
Cunningham/Herman Families

Thurs. Jan. 7 8:30 am
T Doug Netolicky
Fri. Jan.8 8:00 am
T Scott & Dave Bush
Sat. Jan.9 4:00 pm
Scherrman/Barry Families

Sun. Jan. 10 9:00 am
For the People

Scripture Readings
Week of January 4, 2026

Sunday:
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 (20)
Monday:
1Jn 3:22—4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 (212)
Tuesday:
1Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 (213)
Wednesday:
1Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 (214)
Thursday:
1Jn 4:19—5:4/Lk 4:14-22a (215)
Friday:
1Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 (216)
Saturday:
1Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30 (217)
Sunday:

Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38 /Mt 3:13-17 (21)

Metro Catholic Outreach

Calling All Volunteers

Can you give a couple of hours once or twice per month
to help those with food insecurity right here in our city?

Our volunteer shifts only last about two hours, morning
or afternoon, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays.

Our pantry volunteers organize incoming donations,
check expiration dates, stock shelves, bag up snacks, toiletries,
produce, and pack the food boxes.

Our distribution volunteers add the fresh items to the food boxes on
the dock, greet our clients as they arrive to pick up their groceries,
and help load the cars.

Our volunteers in the office answer the door and phones, schedule
clients for their food pick-ups, assemble and distribute the homeless
bags, organize clothing donations and other supplies.

We are in need of more volunteers, in the pantry, the distribution
dock, and in the office. We promise you will never be bored!

Contact us if you would like a tour and maybe try out a shift to see if it
is a cause you would enjoy. You won’t regret giving your time to help
families in need! 319-739-5490.

All Saints Nights at Green Square Meals

All Saints helps serve dinner at Green Square Meals
twice each month on the 2nd Tuesday and 3rd Monday.
All volunteers in sixth grade and older are welcome.
Use the sign-up link below or contact Bea Rethwisch
(319-651-4831 or pbr8675@msn.com).

Sign up at: https://signup.com/go/vJYiFPm

Parish Office Hours

« Monday - Friday - 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
« Saturday & Sunday - closed

The parish staff knows that your time is valuable. Please
call or email the staff member you wish to speak with to
ensure that they are available.
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Service to Others

Metro Catholic Outreach

Thank You To Al Our Faithful Donors and
Volunteers!

You make Metro Catholic Outreach a Success!

Are you interested in helping? We need volunteers

to help put food on the tables of local folks in need.
Greet clients in our office, sort food in our pantry, load groceries at
distribution. Call or email us. //

Divorce Ministry

Surviving Divorce is a facilitated, small-group Catholic
conversation that is endorsed and promoted by the
Archdiocese of Dubuque. The sessions are a 12-week
process and are led by trained facilitators using the
program: Surviving Divorce, published by Ascension.
The local team for Surviving Divorce has planned the
Winter session: The sessions will run on Wednesday evenings,
January 7th to March 25th 2026, from 6-7:30pm at All Saints.

This is our thirty-second session in the Cedar Rapids metro area
since beginning in the winter of 2009. We have
trained staff members who function as the ’ (S) e ‘
directors of the program from each parish in our _ “é\'/é’r'{ze i
Deanery. All session facilitators are parishioners JiorE D HeALG

who have personally experienced divorce and .
are trained through our Archdiocese. IR (002

6-7:.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Cedar Rapids
Court #1768 will not meet in January. Our next meeting
is Saturday, February 7, 2026. 10 AM to Noon at St.
Pius Catholic Church. We will have a speaker on POA.
Guests are welcome. Contacts: Roberta 319-431-2222 or

Stephanie 319-540-7193.

Ministry Schedule

January 3, 4:00 PM Saturday

Sacristan
Cynthia Gunsolly
Extraordinary Ministers
Jean Bell
Joan Fishburn
Ellen Mouw
Mike Powell
Kourtne Powell
Daniel Prentice
Alison Prentice
Altar Servers
Emerson Eichhorn
Katrina Golobic
Sylvia Robbins
Lectors
Lisa Stephenson
Becky Weininger
Hospitality Ministers
Elie AbouRaad
Chris Colby
Jen Colby
Dick Kettelkamp
Marcia Myers
Theresa Werner

January 4, 9:00 AM Sunday

Sacristan
John Michael
Extraordinary Ministers
Joseph Cataldo
Maureen Dale Ernst
John Ernst
Terry Goerdt
Mary Jo Goerdt
Mary Beth Helgens
Bob Helgens
Altar Servers
Madison McCarville
Rocco Schmidt
Hunter Schmidt
Lectors
Gregory O’Connell
Tasha Tatara
Hospitality Ministers
Mike Klappholz
Stephanie Klappholz
Chase Philpott
Diane Weimer
Maureen Wolf
Dave Wolf
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Ministry Schedule

January 10, 4:00 PM Saturday

Sacristan
Joan Fishburn
Extraordinary Ministers
Joseph Cataldo
Mary Jo Goerdt
Terry Goerdt
Aaron Kelly
Suzanne Lammers
Sara Lang
Daniel Prentice
Altar Servers
Kennedy Blue
Bo Dittmar
Zachary Prentice
Lectors
Gavin Miller
Joan Murrin
Hospitality Ministers
Elie AbouRaad
Sue Bright
Jen Colby
Chris Colby
Barb Lindstrom
Marcia Myers

January 11, 9:00 AM Sunday

Sacristan
Cate Biro
Extraordinary Ministers
Ann Hunter
Larry Hunter
Bill Knapp
Dianne Knapp
Dennis Mullarkey
Loesje Shema
David Shema
Altar Servers
Julien Jiacinto
Annemarie Jiacinto
Wyatt Ross
Lectors
Lynn Holverson
Todd Holverson
Hospitality Ministers
Kim Ainsworth
Jason Ainsworth
Jeanne Amosson
Nicole Johnson
Pete Rethwisch
Bea Rethwisch

Family Ministry

January 4, 2026 « Epiphany of the Lord « Matthew 2:1—12

Little Epiphanies

The story of the Magi is a familiar one. Wise men from the East follow

a star, believing it will lead them to the newborn King of the Jews.

They make their way to Bethlehem, the place prophets have said the

Messiah would be born. Once there, they find the infant Jesus and

humble themselves before him. They offer gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh.

The wise men headed for Jerusalem, the capital city, on their quest for the
newborn King. Imagine their surprise when they are sent to the small town of
Bethlehem, to a tiny little house where they find a poor woman holding her child.

I'm sure they must have been a pause before they experienced their epiphany.
Then they finally had their “aha” moment and understood. This child was indeed
destined for greatness, but he would not follow the usual path to kingship.

The word epiphany means a sudden flash of insight. If we pay attention, life can
be filled with these sudden flashes. I remember one particular flash that happened
to me several months after I was married. It too involved the search for a king,
well perhaps only a Prince Charming. When I married Roger I was pretty naive.
I bestowed on him all sorts of impossible qualities. Once the wedding dress was
packed away and we were comfortably settled into our apartment, I began to face
reality. There were no insights yet, only dirty socks, grumpy mornings and a man
who looked rather thin without his armor and white horse. What happened to my
prince?

The answer came not in one grand insightful moment like the arrival of the wise
men. My epiphanies were smaller, and spread over time. I remember Roger’s
worried face as he stroked my hair when our first son was born. I can see him
rushing into action when our son James fell off his skateboard and lost his
peripheral vision, and when his brother Phillip fell twelve feet from a neighbor’s
tree. I remember the look on his face when he saw our first grandchild.

After forty-three years of marriage and a thousand small epiphanies, I can only
thank God for the gallant young prince I married who has followed his own path
to greatness.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Ask each family member to talk about a time when he or she was expecting
one thing but was surprised by another.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What are some of the epiphany moments in your own life? What do you
want to remember from last week? What are you looking forward to next
week? What are your concerns?

Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels « Copyright © 2025
Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture
passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and
used by permission. All rights reserved.
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GospelWeeklies

Pflaum YYTY " FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM

December 25, 2025
& January 4, 2026
Christmas & Epiphany

Family

Guide

The Gospel at Home

This Week’s Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 and
Matthew 2:1-12

God blessed us by becoming a member of the
human family. This is what Christmas celebrates.
The Holy Family and God’s incarnation is why
there is something so very human about this feast,
something that touches us in a way deeper than mere
nostalgia. Christmas celebrates God’s becoming

one of us and one with us. Jesus comes as an infant,
placed in the care of a struggling, but lovely family.
We are reminded at Christmas that our families are
shrouded in the same holiness that Jesus’ family is.
We look to their lives together as an example of how
to love each other through celebrations and struggles.
We also remember the account of the Magi traveling
to the infant Jesus opens this week’s lessons. They
honor Jesus as the king of all people.

Exploring the Gospel Message
T (Preschool): Your child will be bringing

home new characters to add to their manger
scene. Place the scene where everyone can see
and enjoy it. Invite your child to move the figures
around to tell you about the night of Jesus’ birth
and the visit from the Magi. Remind your child
to thank Mary and Joseph for their sacrifices that
allowed Jesus to come into their family.

BT (Grades K-1): Ask your child to show
you the connect-the-dots picture of Christmas on
the front page of the lesson booklet. Together you
can place the figures from the Magi story into the
manger scene your child has made. Be sure to visit
the manger in your parish church during Christmas
time. While you are there, thank Mary for being a
wonderful mother to Jesus. Say a prayer there that
everyone will hear the Good News of Jesus.

(Grades 2-3): This week’s lesson
focuses on the point that Jesus is the Son of God.
Have your child lead your family in acting out
the Christmas and the Magi come to see Jesus

Copyright © Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc.

plays in the lesson booklet. Talk with your child
about why it important that the shepherds and
the Magi are part of the Christmas story. Discuss
why God wants everyone to know his Son. Your
child has made a manger scene. Display your
child’s work where all in the family can enjoy it.

IS (Grades 4-6): Christmas time is often
filled with various activities, and it may be difficult

to find time to share as a family. Try to set aside time
with your child to talk about the Christmas story. It is
good to remember that Jesus Christ came so that all
people could be saved. Talk about all the elements of
Jesus’ birth—Mary’s saying yes to God, the journey
to Bethlehem, the vision of the angels, the shepherds
at the manger, and the visit of the Magi. Talk about
the entire time of Christmas as outlined in the lesson.

(Grades 7-9): Read together as a family
the Christmas story presented as a play in this week’s
lesson. Talk about why the shepherds were the first
to hear of the great mystery of Jesus’ birth. Consider
doing the same for the Epiphany account from this
week. Your youngster’s class learned the Greek word
Theotokos as it refers to Mary. Ask your young person
to explain the word to your family. Play the Story
Cards Game from this week’s lesson.

XY (Teens/Adults): Discover a new level
mmgm of spiritual growth for parents with

% Awaken, the new adult level of the Plaum
B Gospel Weeklies, developed to deepen your
faith journey alongside your children. Scan the
QR code to learn more.

Pray Together

Pick one of the feast days during the season (not
a Sunday) to attend Mass together as a family.
Use the opportunity to pay a visit to the manger
scene at your parish church and pray that you
will always be faithful followers of Jesus and
always bring joy to the world.

Scan here for \mp
parent resources )
or visit gospelweeklies.com/family  [®]
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Parish Office (319) 363-6130

Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Parish Life Coordinator Tracy A. Huk plc@allsaintscr.com Ext. 111
Sacramental Priest Rev. Eric Saah e.saah@dbqarch.org Ext. 116
Deacon Mike Klappholz deaconmike@allsaintscr.com Ext. 107
Deacon Ed Martin deaconed@allsaintscr.com Ext. 105
Bookkeeper Jeremy Lutz bookkeeper@allsaintscr.com Ext. 108
Medical Emergencies & Funerals Tracy A. Huk plc@allsaintscr.com Ext. 111
Dir. of Music Ministries Matthew Burrier music@allsaintscr.com Ext. 106
Dir. of Adult Formation Bob Lillibridge adultformation@allsaintscr.com Ext. 109
Dir. of Children’s Formation Stacy Cataldo catechesis@allsaintscr.com Ext. 114
Office Manager Dan Alpers officemgr@allsaintscr.com Ext. 100
IT Director Ethan Weiland it@allsaintser.com Ext. 104
Scrip Coordinator Lori Jiacinto scrip@allsaintscr.com  (319) 535-3570

XCS: All Saints School (319) 363-4110

School Principal Kelly Starr kelly.starr@crxcs.org Ext. 234
School Office Manager Elaine Collins elaine.collins@crxcs.org Ext. 233
Early Childhood Director Jenna Ackman jenna.ackman@ecrxcs.org Ext. 275

For a complete listing of Xavier Catholic Schools, go to https://crxcs.org
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Sacrament Information

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:15 p.m.

Sacrament of Baptism: Baptism preparation class is required for parents. Contact Deacon Ed Martin
(DeaconEd@allsaintscr.com or 319-364-7524) to schedule a class and date for the baptism (some date
restrictions may apply).

Sacrament of Matrimony: Couples are to make arrangements at least six months before the intended
date of the wedding in order to fulfill the necessary requirements. Please contact Deacon Mike Klappholz
(DeaconMike@allsaintscr.com) to begin the process.

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA): To schedule classes, contact Bob Lillibridge, Director
of Formation, for more information (adultformation@allsaintscr.com).

Confirmation: Classes have begun. For more information, contact Alisa Pfab (alisapfab@hotmail.com).
First Reconciliation & Eucharist: Second graders combine home study and retreats to
prepare for these sacraments. Contact Stacy Cataldo, Director of Catechesis, for more information
(catechesis@allsaintscr.com).

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact the office at 319-363-6130, ext. 100 to schedule anointings.

Miscellaneous Information

Newcomer Registration: Call the Parish Office at 363-6130, ext. 100, or register on line at
http://www.allsaintscr.com.

Bulletin Deadline: Items must be submitted electronically to the parish office by Noon on the preceding
Monday to: bulletin@allsaintscr.com.

Opportunities for Prayer

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Wednesdays, 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM in the Chapel.

All Saints Prayer Group: Tuesdays at 3:00 PM in the church lower level.

Prayer Tree: Available to anyone who would like us to pray for their intentions. Please call Darlene
Fandel at 319-560-4844.

Women’s Prayer Group: Tuesday mornings after 8:00 AM Mass.

M.O.M.S Rosary: 7:30 PM 1st Monday of the month, Queen of All Saints Chapel.

Prolife Rosary: Fridays after 8:00 AM Mass.

Parish Website: You may submit prayer intentions any time at: allsaintscr.com/prayer.
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